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General  view  of  the  Corneal  Clinic 
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External  examination  of  the  eye  and  cornea 
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Discussing  her  case  with  the  Medical  Social  Worker 
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Microscopic  examination  of  patient’s  cornea 
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Taking  a  photograph  of  the  affected  cornea 
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The  Chairman  of  the  Red  Cross  Motor  Service,  New  York 
Chapter,  receives  from  a  pilot  of  the  Eastern  Air  Lines  an 
eye  to  be  used  for  the  waiting  patient 
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Delivering  the  eye  to  the  Eye-Bank 
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Dressing  the  patient  after  the  operation 
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Two  weeks  later  the  patient  is  happy  that  she  is  able  to 
leave  the  hospital  by  herself 
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Rehabilitated  and  able  to  again  assume  her  position  as  a  seamstress 
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Photographs  by  Eugene  Ostrojf 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


Tae  pictures  in  this  report  show  a  true  story  of  the 
dramatic  rehabilitation  of  a  woman  who  had  thought  she 
was  blind  for  life.  This  is  just  one  example  of  the  many 
tragic  cases  completely  restored  to  normal  life  and  useful¬ 
ness  through  a  corneal  transplant  operation.  In  the  most 
favorable  group  of  cases,  the  operation  is  89-3  per  cent 
successful. 

This  year  The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight  Restoration,  Inc.  is 
seven  years  old.  In  1945,  with  just  an  idea,  and  a  request 
from  a  few  doctors  who  were  especially  interested  in  corneal 
grafting,  but  were  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  eyes,  the 
Eye-Bank  was  created.  In  this  short  period  of  time  the 
Eye-Bank  has  become  a  national  institution,  supplying  eyes 
throughout  the  country  to  a  large  number  of  eye  surgeons 
who  are  now  interested  and  trained  to  perform  the  opera¬ 
tion.  In  the  year  1952,  in  the  state  of  New  York  alone,  we 
supplied  216  eyes  to  qualified  doctors  who  told  us  they  had 
patients  anxiously  awaiting  the  operation. 

More  and  more,  because  of  the  donation  of  eyes  after 
death  by  generous  Americans  who  had  signed  our  forms 
(which  may  be  obtained  at  the  Eye-Bank),  and  through 
the  cooperation  of  their  next-of-kin  and  our  169  affiliated 
hospitals  throughout  the  country,  the  Eye-Bank  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  receive  a  good  supply  of  eyes — an  average  of  about 
fifty  per  month.  In  the  past  seven  years  3,112  eyes  have 
passed  through  the  Eye-Bank  laboratory  and  were  sent  out 
locally  and  nationally  to  doctors  on  our  list.  After  the 
eye  surgeons  have  used  the  corneas  to  restore  vision,  the 
eyes  are  returned  to  us  for  pathological  study,  thus  opening 
up  new  opportunities  of  investigation  in  other  fields  of 
ophthalmology. 

Each  year  we  are  able  to  provide  a  training  course  in 
the  techniques  of  the  corneal  transplant  operation  for  a 
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limited  group  of  ten  surgeons.  These  surgeons  come  from 
all  sections  of  the  country.  In  addition,  resident  doctors 
are  also  being  trained  in  our  affiliated  hospitals  and  other 
hospitals  which  have  eye  departments. 

The  Corneal  Clinic  sponsored  by  the  Eye-Bank — the  only 
clinic  of  its  kind  in  the  country — to  which  many  medical 
men  send  their  patients  for  examination  and  diagnosis,  has 
expanded  to  such  an  extent  that  we  have  had  to  enlarge  its 
staff.  The  examination  is  made  free  of  charge. 

There  is  little  that  has  not  already  been  said  in  the 
nation’s  newspapers  and  magazines  of  the  magnificent 
generosity  of  the  people  who  donate  their  eyes  after  death 
so  that  others  may  see;  of  those  who  thoughtfully  have 
requested  in  obituaries  that  financial  contributions  be  sent 
to  the  Eye-Bank  instead  of  flowers;  of  mothers  who  have 
donated  the  eyes  of  their  dead  babies;  of  men  and  women 
who  telephone  us  before  undergoing  surgery  to  make  quite 
sure  that  their  eyes  would  come  to  us  in  the  event  of  their 
death;  of  the  many  eye  surgeons  throughout  the  country 
who  help  our  affiliated  hospitals  in  sending  eyes  to  us;  of 
the  wonderful  cooperation  of  the  Motor  Service  of  the 
American  Red  Cross;  of  the  increasing  free  service  of  the 
air  lines — and  here  we  must  emphasize  the  service  of  the 
Eastern  Air  Lines,  who  have  organized  their  entire  staff 
throughout  the  country  to  serve  the  Eye-Bank  as  one  of 
their  first  obligations;  and  of  the  services  of  the  Air  Ex¬ 
press.  Without  these  many  free  services  we  could  not 
function,  and  our  budget  would  show  much  larger  figures 
than  appear  here  in  this  report.  It  is  the  public,  therefore, 
that  serves  the  Eye-Bank,  through  the  generous  giving  of 
eyes  as  well  as  the  many  financial  donations  that  come  in 
daily  in  amounts  ranging  down  to  one  dollar.  An  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  foundations  are  now  supporting  us,  and  I 
must  again  express  the  appreciation  of  our  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  magnificent  grant  of  the  Milbank  Memo¬ 
rial  Fund  each  year  since  our  inception,  which  is  given  to 
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US  free  of  any  restriction.  Appreciation  must  also  go  to  the 
small  staff  of  the  Eye-Bank  and  the  many  departments  of 
the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  &  Throat  Hospital. 


Like  a  candle,  the  light  of  the  Eye-Bank  is  shining 
through  into  other  countries  where  our  educational  pro¬ 
gram  has  stimulated  similar  programs. 


The  stories  of  the  giving  of  eyes  by  generous  individuals 
so  that  others  might  see  again  now  number  too  many  to 
be  included  in  this  report. 


Aida  de  Acosta  Breckinridge 

Executive  Director 
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Form  for  Persons  Wishing  to  Donate  Their  Eyes  After  Death 

THE  EYE-BANK  FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION,  INC. 
210  East  64th  Street,  New  York  21,  N.  Y. 
TEmpleton  8-9200 

I  herewith  express  the  wish  to  donate,  at  time  of  death, 
to  The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight  Restoration,  Inc.,  or  to  the 
affiliated  bank  serving  the  area  in  which  my  death  occurs, 
both  or  either  of  my  eyes  for  such  use  as  said  Eye-Bank 
may  see  fit  with  regard  to  all  or  any  part  of  said  eyes. 

Affiliated  Banks 
BOSTON  EYE-BANK 
243  Charles  St.,  Boston  14,  Mass. 

Telephone:  Lafayette  3-8230 

ILLINOIS  EYE-BANK 

c/o  Illinois  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
203  N.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  1,  Ill. 

Telephone:  Central  6-8479 

DATE 

SIGNATURE . 

ADDRESS  . 

WITNESS 

This  Form  Must  be  Given  to  Your  Next  of  Kin 


Procedure  for  Donating  Your  Eyes 

Sign  this  release,  have  your  signature  witnessed, 
and  give  same  to  your  next  of  kin,  or  to  whoever 
will  have  charge  of  your  burial  arrangements.  He 
should  in  turn  notify  your  doctor  or  the  hospital 
authorities,  as  eyes  must  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible  after  death — preferably  within  one  hour. 
They  in  turn  will  contact  the  Eye-Bank,  receive 
instructions  for  delivering  the  eyes,  and  thus  insure 
the  carrying  out  of  your  wish. 
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THE  EYE-BANK  FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION  INC 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


Balance  Sheet 

As  at  April  30,  195 2 


Central  Fund  Assets: 

Cash . 

Account  Receivable— Officer. 
Investments  (Market  Value  $83,217  63^ 
Accrued  Interest  Receivable 

Furniture  and  Fixtures . 

Instruments  and  Other  Equipment 

Total . 

Less:  Reserve  for  Depreciation 
Total  General  Fund  Assets . ...... 

Special  Purpose  Funds  Assets: 

Cash . 

Investments  (Market  Value  $20,034'64) 
Accrued  Interest  Receivable . 

Tttal  Special  Purpose  Funds  Assets . 

Total  Assets . 


$1,980.34 

2,070.93 


$  22,660.71 
1,618.00 
78,011.31 
363.62 


4,051.27 

1,763.07  2,288.20 


104,943.84 


7,373.37 

20,010.86 

145.93 


27,530.16 


$132,474.00 


LIABILITIES  AND  CAPITAL 


General  Fund  Liabilities  and  Capital: 

Accounts  Payable  and  Accrued  Expenses . 

Genera]  Fund  Capital — 

Balance,  May  1,  1951 . 

Add: 

Unrestricted  Legacies . 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenses  for  the  year  ended 
April  30,  1952 . 

Balance,  April  30,  1952 . 

Total  General  Fund  Liabilities  and  Capital . 

Special  Purpose  Funds  Liabilities: 

Florence  Ellsworth  Wilson  Memorial  Fund . 

Retirement  Fund . . 

Public  Health  Service — Grant  #1 . 

Total  S pedal  Purpose  Funds  Liabilities 

Total  Liabilities  and  Capital . 


$  1,460.27 

$81,321.75 

6,000.00 

16,161.82 

103,483.57 

104,943.84 

2,500.00 

20,091.42 

4,938.74 

27,530.16 

$132,474.00 
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THE  EYE-BANK  FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION,  INC. 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses 

For  the  Year  Ended  April  30,  1952 


Income: 

Contributions . 

Tuition  Fees . 

Interest  and  Dividends 

Royalties . 

Miscellaneous . 

Total  Income.  .  . 


$54,172.71 

900.00 

2,248.99 

60.00 

281.67 

$57,663.37 


Expenses: 

Salaries . 

Fellowships  and  Grants . 

Laboratory  Expenses . 

Public  Relations . 

Depreciation  of  Furniture  and  Fixtures,  Instruments 

and  Other  Equipment . 

General  Expenses . 

Total  Expenses . 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenses  for  the  Year  Ended 
April  30,  1952 . 


25,616.30 

4,150.00 

4,239.59 

2,526.75 

363.06 

4,605.85 

$41,501.55 


$16,161.82* 


*  Exclusive  of  income  of  $14,434.73  and  expenses  of  $5,074.62  recorded  in 
Special  Purpose  Funds. 


July  25,  1952 

The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight  Restoration,  Inc., 

210  East  64th  Street, 

New  York  21,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: 

We  have  examined  the  Balance  Sheet  of  The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight  Restoration 
Inc.,  as  at  April  30,  1952  and  the  related  Statement  of  Income  and  Expenses  for. 
the  year  then  ended.  Our  examination  was  made  in  accordance  with  generally 
accepted  auditing  standards,  and  accordingly  included  such  tests  of  the  accounting 
records  and  such  other  auditing  procedures  as  we  considered  necessary  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

In  our  opinion,  the  accompanying  Balance  Sheet  and  Statement  of  Income  and 
Expenses  present  fairly  the  financial  position  of  The  Eye-Bank  for  Sight  Restora¬ 
tion,  Inc.  as  at  April  30,  1952,  and  the  results  of  its  operations  for  the  year  then 
ended,  in  conformity  with  generally  accepted  accounting  principles  applied  on  a 
basis  consistent  with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  J.  R.  HANNA  &  CO., 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

Contributions  deductible  from  Federal  Income  Taxes 
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the  eye-bank 

FOR  SIGHT  RESTORATION,  INC. 

210  East  64th  Street,  New  York  21,  N.  Y 
Templeton  8-9200 


AFFILIATED  EYE-BANKS 
BOSTON  EYE-BANK 

243  Charles  Street,  Boston  14,  Mass. 
Telephone:  Lafayette  3-8230 


ILLINOIS  EYE-BANK 

c/o  Illinois  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
203  North  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago  1,  III. 
Telephone:  Central  6-8479 


